Institutional Funding Schemes (MOST IMPORTANT)

1. FIST Programme 
(Fund for Improvement of S&T Infrastructure)

Key Points:
Funding for: 
Lab development, 
Equipment, 
Research infrastructure
Funding levels: 
₹1.5 Cr (Colleges)
₹3 Cr (Departments)
₹10 Cr (Advanced departments)
Eligibility:
✔ Universities (including private, if recognized)
✔ PG Science & Engineering departments only
Important Condition:
Department must have minimum 5 years of research activity
Only department-level proposals (not individual)
Conclusion:
Highly relevant for university (especially Engineering, Pharmacy, Science)
Source: https://dst.gov.in/scientific-programmes/scientific-engineering-research/fund-improvement-st-infrastructure-higher-educational-institutions-fist?utm_source=chatgpt.com 

[bookmark: _heading=h.4j7egczc2r93]2. PURSE Programme
(Promotion of University Research and Scientific Excellence)

Key Points:
Funding for:
Research infrastructure
Manpower
Consumables
Conferences
Eligibility:
✔ Central / State / Deemed / Private Universities eligible
Special Conditions:
University must have: Good research output (publications, ranking, etc.)
Private universities: Must contribute ~50% matching funding
Duration: 4 years
Conclusion:
Very high-value scheme but competitive + performance-based
Source: https://dst.gov.in/promotion-university-research-and-scientific-excellence-purse?utm_source=chatgpt.com 
